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Explorer Post 700 Hambone Forest Camp to Salmon River
August 15 & 16, 1977

Start, Hambone F.C. Water available, Sign marks Trail, Blazes good,
Tread visible needs brushing out, Trail shows moderate use for z mi.
to way trail to Hambone Butte.

Way trail shovld be brushed out to base of Hambone Butte about LOO!
and a definite trail established to the top of the Butte to stop
the present practice of people scrambling to the top by different
routes.

From the Junction with Hambone Butte way trail blazes are good,

prush light, tread is poor but visible for about 3/l mi. to Iron Creek.
Iron Creek is 5t wide flowing 6® deep, Area shows signs of light use
as a camp site over several years,

From Iron Creek blazes are good to a point about 3/8 mi. passed
Helispot # 246, at about the 2720' contour the blazes run out with 2
or 3 false trails. Cross country sbout 500' on compass bearing

290 degrees magnetic from last blaze and pick up blazes about s

way down in the middle of a small draw. Blazes good, some tread
visible for asbout 600' to Copper Creek . Stream 6' wide flowing 6
deep. Bruvsh moderate on this section.

From Copper Creek to an unnamed almost dry creek blazes are good,
tread deteriorates, usually visible, brush is bery heavy with many
small 6% or less down trees, From this unnamed creek (WW % Sec.

2TS. 4S.RTE ) there is a map error as to where this stream goes also
where the trail is. The Firemans map is completely inaccurate.

The best of L different maps we used is Rhododendron Quadrangle.
(After this creek crossing there is a false trail that we fo_towed South
for about % mi. and elevation gain of 700! to 800'.) Unable to
locate the trail we contoured North sbout % mi. crossed to the
East side of the Canyon and picked up the trail and followed it
out to the sign at the Salmon River. The brush in this section is
very heavy with many down trees. Blazes are good, tread sometimes
Visible.

Continued page 2



Explorer Post 700 Hambone Forest Camp to Salmon River
COMMENT

Blazing is good the length of the trail. There are two sets of
blazes. One about 70 years and a later set 35 to LO years old,
these sometimes deviate slightly.

In several places there are other blazes in the 35 to 10 year
group that indicate side trails, we did not check out as they are
not on any of our maps.

If the trail was brushed out the tread would be 99% visible, in
poor condition. -

There are very few down trees that could not be cut out with a
307" bow saw.

A bridge of some sort is a MUST at Salmon River. This trail has

indication of some use even now ie: foot prints, old camp fires,
gum, and ecandy wrappers, tin cans.

Post # T0O
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Hembone Treil #792

%@l Description

Length: 7-1/2 miles
Hiking time: slow, 4 hours one way
Tread condition: narrow and steep
Brush clearing: narrow and poor
Water: available, except on middle 3 miies
Recoammendations for use:
Hiker - yes, but rugged
Horses - yes
Scooters - no, impasseble
Snow-free season: w#id-June to November

Caution: £ rough, steep trail, definitely for the initiated. You

rust ford Salmon River to get on this treil from the Salmon River
Trail. The ford is rough, slick, two feet deep and 50 feet wide.

Aesthetic Description

This trail affords interesting views of the Salmon River area, from

bluffs close to the river to overasll views from high intermediate

ridges.

The landscape starts in deep river camyon and climbs intermediate

ridges to the mountain top.

0.0 9.3 Start on Salmon River Trail #742 at Road S-38. Hambone
Trail starts 1.9 miles further up the trail.

1.9 7.+ Start on Hambone Trail. Ford Salmon River.

2.8 6.5 : Viewpoint of Salmon River.

3.6 ST Follow along bluffs over Salmon River.

k.2 5l Cross Copper Creek. o

5.5 3.8 Cross Helispot #2L6,

7.2 2.1 Cross meadow. Treil poorly marked in meadow.

7.7 1.6 ’Start up Hembone Mountain.

8. .9  Cross ridgetop; abandoned trail departs to left.

9.0 <3 Enter Hambone Springs Campgrm.

9.3 0.0 End of trail at Road S-457.
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To reach start of trail, go east fram Portland on U.S. Highway #26
for 42 miles to the Salmon River Koad (just before Zigzag, Oregom).
Turn right and go 5 miles. (This road becomes forest Road S=38 .
after 2 miles.) The trail starts on your left at the firat concrete
bridge. You pass Green Canyon Campground 1/2 mile before the trail.

To reach top end of trail, drive up the Clackamas River highway te
Road S=45 at North Fork Guard Station. Turn left on S-k5 for about
7 miles to Roed S-457 and turn right on Roed S<457. Go about 15
miles on Road S-457 to Hambone Springs campground. The trail starts
from the upper left corner of the campground. : ;
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1 MILE
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