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sugsect: Trail Maintenance Cutback Editorial

7o0: Forest Supervisors

Editor Sullivan has developed an excellent editorial about trails
management (copy attached). His observations and recommendations
for correction are exactly in line with the current direction in
our trails program.

f’ As a part of the FY 1976 Trail Assessment Project, we developed

a New management classifications system for trails. R-6 ED #12 to
FSM 7703 outlined the new system. A key part of the new system
directs the classification of existing trails as either trunk
trails, primitive trails or short-term (to be abandoned) trails.
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@ﬁ?ﬁi \The trunk trail is described as a trail where the Forest is able
= to provide annual unimpeded, convenient travel into forest areas.
These trails are designed and managed in a current maintenance
program that permits their use by a wide range of users without
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jfé?,, el If the current design or the maintenance program cannot provide
L= 1)

, ~ 25 this service, the pathway might be operated as Primitive Trail.
A primitive trail is one where its existing condition makes it safe

e for only a specific type of skilled user. The maintenance program

. on this trail would not provide a high degree of convenience. For
example, logging out would be less frequent than on tr-eik traiils.
There may be a stream crossing problem during high water, or other

ece Trestrictions. A key requirement for this type of management would
> be advance notice to trail users of the limitations. Signs, maps,

> ,
e brochures or other public information is an essential element in

i Materials  ______ the management. of such trails.
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~ You have also been advised to inventory old abandoned trails that

" are still traceable on the ground. Those that are no longer needed,
7 Or are unsafe, are to be classified as short-term trails. The

(;d management program for these trails is eventually to drain dip them,

obscure the entrance but post a Trail Abandoned sign just beyond
the closure point. This latter precaution would bes to warn a
previous user that the trail is not safe for travel.
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These concepts are our written policy. The problem is that the
current direction is new and is not fully reflected in pudget
propesals.

The approach must be either budgeting the money toO maintain the
trail to high standards of convenience OT reclassifying the trail

to reflect the degree of maintenance. Also, in any minimum mainten-
ance program there must be sufficient dollars expended tO notify the
public of limitations of use on our primitive OT short-term systems.

Mr. Sullivan's editorial is especially appropriate now as we begin
the budgeting process for the next period, and as a guide in
completing youT trails study this yzart.
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%m@ M@} ntenance Cutbacks
D@m«mr to Northwest Hﬁmﬁg

By J. wWHSLEY SULLIVAN
Edigsr, Thie Statesmon

Rureaucratic Slinuness to the
pe=ds of people can be an annoyance
in the workaday/world . In the wilder-
ness, it cam be downa
right dangszous.

The way imwhich®
the U.S. Tomest Serwy
ice is cwtiiig back
trail mamnenagce
could lewvee iliklees

and barikpas grs /
strande-é in: the | X Z:‘:a
woods.

That"is exaxtly ° Sullivas

what -m{;im have happened to may
wife andi ;e afew days ago if it
hadr’t beemifor an almost unbelieva-
ble coincidence.

WE DISIDED TO backpack through
a northern part of Marion County, im
the Clacidamas River Basin, an ama
where law. Marion County peoge
ever gek.

it comains such exotic names ass
Bull of iHe:Woods, Silver King Mouni-

tain, the: Mother Lode Trail zndi

 Pansy Basi.

Instesdd of appmachmg the amma’
fror thee Barion County side, hovaw- -

er, we @ntred from the north, lewav-
ing our car.at ilie Bagby Hot Sprialgs:
trail parking lot. We planned a fowe-
day 28-rpaikle 100p.

An ewsetial part of that loop, ito

get us daxk to our car, invoived

Forest "Feal 552, from a logging ramd
back to Fkgby Hot Springs.

THE SCHMIRY AND the ruggedress
of the cmntry lived up to our
expectasiims. The fourth day found
us hikizgg along the logging read,

~_looking tior the trail to Baghby. We

* could firidno sign of the trail alung
the road.

A trail imction sign at the top of

{ Bull of nreWoods saddle had poinied

us in thaxtolvection with “‘Bagby Hot --

Springs 7rmiles.” The most curremt
Forest Servée map, put out in §%72,
had the wrutlom it

Unsure -wat to do, we stopped 1o
,ask twa mwm parked in a pickup
truck by fie-sile of the road: They
said, “T:‘m""‘ no trail sign a!urm
here. We'vz iever heard of it.” Juw

_ then, a FazessiSérvice employe ap-
proached e truck, and we repeated
our quesiioa ta him.

HE BENY OVER, picked up a rock,
threw it over a small rise at the side
of the road and: szid, *“*There’s your
trail. 1 jus? ‘it 1"’

Rv sheer <oi.anidence. the truck

had spent some time looking for the
trai} and had started off cross coun-
try, through that densely forested
avea looking for Bagby.

} hkeard they went over that
smountain there,” he said. “There are
swme sheer cliffs on the other side.”

We began making a temporary
¢rail sign, so others wouldn’'t be
caugi, as we were.

“hon’t o thai,”” he said. “The
Rorsst Service might be liable for
drjariies en that trail if there is a
sign"™

WE PARITED “Bagby Hot Sp.”" on a
lo)g anyway, with an arrow. We
exqpmimed that he might not be
stantime there the next time hikers
nwatid to know where thie trail

(ur hike later confirmed that the
el Hemdnt beer lended in years. It
was am obstacle course of fallen
Lo, But there it was on the official

(et Boed Mational Forest map dated

lmm /And there was that sigm at the- .

o o ol thhe saddle.
THre Forest Service is caught in a
diffitault simetion. Budgei cutbacks

 tmave forced reductions in trail main-
yyenance. The @ificial maps are very

" expensive to produce, and can't be
revised every year.

But there are some things the
Forest Service could de o mitigate
the problem. With every map it
hands out, it could include a small
printed list of the numbers of the
trails which are not being main-
tained. It could alert hikers not to
use the trails without a current
year's updaie on trail maintenance.

it could post the current trail
inforination at the traithead boxes, if
not weekly at least on a seasonal
basis.

It could make sure that a “Trail
4 Not Maintained” sign, accompanied
!\by “Proceed at Your Own Risk”, is

fiposted at the start of every non-

maintained trail,
. Whether the Forest Service likes it
or not, it does have a liability, even
for the non-maintained trails, as long
as those traiis appear on the maps
and on the trail junction signs.
~ As for us, we just hope that the
next parties which hike that route
notice cur crude sign and aren’t
tempted to start off cross-country
through the forest in search of their
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then, a FapesstSérvice employe ap-

proached it truck, and we repeated
our questiaa ta him. :

HE BENY OVER, picked up a rock,
threw it over a small rise at the side
of the road and:suzid, *‘There’s your
trail, 1 just Wt "
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_at the spot wieres tife: trail began.

“The trail has been abanduned for
over 10 years,” he explainec, “and

! we've taken the signs: Cown because

we don't want 10 encoutisge pecple to
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It could make sure that 2 “Trail
3Not Maintained” sign, accompanied
f\by “Proceed at Your Own Risk’, is
fipgsted at the start of every non-

maintained trail. :

Whether the Forest Service likes it
or not, it doss have a liability, even
for the non-maintained trails, as long
as those trails appear on the maps
and on the trail junction signs.
 As for us, we just hope that the
next parties which hike that route
notice our crude sign and aren’t
tempted to start off cross-country
through the forest in search of their
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